


Port Hardy



MS Northern Expedition







Ernest ‘the 
Greeter’  and 

guests



Museum of Northern BC

Home of the 
Shimsham

Nation 













A Town Built on Stilts



A working town with accommodations, store, plant 
all on site

Japanese & 
Chinese living 

area

European living 
area

First Nations living area



Dories, nets and 
floats 

The key ingredients 
to the livelihood of 

the fishmen, 
workers and plant



• A residence could house 10-12 
people

• Two shifts  a day

• Everything built on stilts so 
garbage and waste could be 

dumped directly into the ocean 



Production line capacity was 
one thing, but output was the 

key factor

Everyone was paid by the 
catch numbers and completed 

flats that were turned out 
each day



Hand production – labour intense

Grand Trunk Railway started in 1914
- a new era of marketing



• The Reduction Plant and 
‘recycling’

• The Cannery closed its doors in 
1981





Next Stop Haida Gwaii



Prince Rupert 

a busy port







• 150 Islands
• 3,706 sq miles   - 90% 

uninhabited
• 1/3 National Marine Conservation 

Area
• Part of an ancient temperate 

rainforest

• Rains 200+ days a year
• Nesting place for largest eagle population 

in BC
• Has largest black bears in North America
• Haida people lived here for more than 

13,000 years 



Everything Revolves around 
the Eagle & the Raven



Haida Heritage Centre

50,000 sq ft of history, culture, art
and more than 13,000 years of memories,

pride and passion 









The “Wave Eater” (Looostas) built by Bill Reid for Expo ‘86



Bill Reid’s last canoe trip 
1998

His ashes were taken to his 
grandmother’s village 

Unfinished totem 
and paddles by 

Bill Reid remain 
at the centre





The Performance Room 
where

Celebrations, Presentations, 
Special Events … from 

weddings to funerals were 
held



Traditional Longhouse with 
oval entry door 

Smoke vents above fireplace 
– also used for light

Could have 15-25 people 
li i g h



Roberta 
Olson 

welcomes 
the group 

to her 
home









Interpreter and guides 
give an overview of the 

channel and the 
surrounding pristine 

forests



Abandoned village of 
Xaayna

… and tell-tales signs of 
a long historic past









Port Clements Museum





The White Raven
… a spiritual and local 
favourite
who endeared himself to 
locals
and visitors

The Mosquito bomber 
played a big part in WWI 

and WWII.  Built from 
Stika spruce, it was 

agile, quick and could 
fly very low over enemy 

 













• On the Pacific Fly-Way
• 200 species of birds 

identified
• 2K+ per day in 

spring/fall



Totems 
abound 

throughout 
Masset… 

and Haida 
artwork 

adorns so 
many unique 
places …on 
the beach 

and on many 
properties





Unique, one-of-a-kind 
Haida artwork done by 

local artists









A beautiful 
hike along a 
boardwalk 

takes you by 
another totem 

as people 
walk the tidal 

flats  



The Blow Hole
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